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LANDMARKS
INTRODUCTION
In Žilina and its surrounding villages are many places where the
past is linked with the present. The significance of some of
the landmarks reaches beyond the borders of Slovakia and
draws the interest of visitors to the city.
The first written mention of Žilina is from the year 1208. Among
the important written documents are the Žilina Book (1378)
and the document Privilegium Pro Slavis (1381).
The centre of the city today contains an urban landmark
reservation, the core of which is Marian Square with its
typical burghers’ homes. In the middle of the square stands
a Marian Column from the year 1738. Žilina has three churches
in its centre which are among the dominant architectural fea
tures of the city. The Rosenfeld Palace, from the beginning of
the 20th century, is an important secession landmark that re
calls the Belvedere Palace in Vienna. Opposite it is the Neologic
Synagogue, considered by experts to be a unique building land
mark. The Art House Fatra, the former Grand Bio Univerzum, is
also a work of secession architecture. In 1921 the premiere of
the first Slovak film, Jánošík, took place here.
Several castles – Strečno, Old Castle, Lietava, Hričov, Súľov and
Budatín – are located in the surroundings of Žilina. Some of
them have today fallen into ruin, while others have been re
constructed or are currently undergoing renovation. In addi
tion to the castles the manor house Lietava Lúčka is worthy
of attention. The administrative building of the Považie Muse
um in the grounds of Budatín Castle is the seat of the Považie
Museum in Žilina. Its primary mission is to document the his
tory of tinkering, and it also specializes in the history of trans
port. We can consider the Church of St. Stephen the King,
located in the Dolné Rudiny part of the city, as the oldest
landmark in Žilina. Experts date its origin to the beginning of
the 13th century. Of particular value are the decorations on its
walls, the oldest frescoes being nearly 800 years old.
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HOLY TRINITY
CATHEDRAL
Name: Holy Trinity Cathedral
Address: Horný val, 010 01 Žilina
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/121.0/katedrala-najsvatejsej-trojice/

Among the oldest and most important buildings in the city.
The original Roman Catholic church, built in 1400, was con
secrated to the Virgin Mary. In the 16th century Rafael Podmanický
occupied the town and had the church rebuilt as a fortress. A lat
er owner of Žilina, Mikuláš Dersffy, had the abandoned building
repaired. The originally Gothic church acquired a Renaissance
character and in 1586 was consecrated to the Holy Trinity.
The cathedral has three naves, and the main altar of the Most
Holy Trinity dates from 1697. Beneath the church are six crypts
and two walled wells; a seventh crypt is found beneath the
Calvary, which dates from 1699.
In 1936 the church acquired a new organ. A memorial
plaque from 1942 recalls the reconstruction of the building. In
the year 2000 a statue group of Sts. Cyril and Methodius made
by Ladislav Berák was unveiled below the church. The church
became the Holy Trinity Cathedral in the year 2008.
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Marian
square
Name: Marian Square
Address: Mariánske námestie, 010 01 Žilina
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/129.0/marianske-namestie/

The first written mention of Marian Square dates from 1464
in the Žilina Book, where it is listed as a rínok (village square).
The houses were likely made of wood originally, some walled,
while the cellars were of stone. A fire in 1521 led to the total
renewal of the square, which was in the Renaissance s tyle.
Only 32 of the original 40 houses are still standing today. Fires
in 1848 and 1896 changed the character of the square, as did
an earthquake in1858.
In the centre of the square is a Baroque statue of the Virgin
Mary Immaculata from 1738 on a pedestal with a relief of St.
Florian. Two wells are also found on the square: the one found
near the Panský house is 12.7 m deep, and the other, on the
opposite side of the square, is 10.4 m deep.
Marian Square is today considered to be the historical heart
of Žilina, where different cultural events, such as Carneval
Slovakia Žilina, Medieval Day and others, take place.
LANDMARKS
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OLD TOWN HALL
Name: Old Town Hall
Address: Mariánske námestie, 010 01 Žilina
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/127.0/stara-radnica/

The first mention of the Old Town Hall is from 1508. The
town of Žilina led a dispute over its ownership with the owner
of the Strečno estate. Only in 1509 did it pass into the hands
of the city of Žilina. The city government, the night watch,
a prison and an archive were established here.
In 1942 a museum was placed in the Old Town Hall; it has
two parts – the city’s history and a tinkering exposition. The
museum attracts both domestic and foreign visitors, especial
ly from Croatia where the tinkering trade is little known. The
museum was moved to Budatín Castle in 1948.
Žilina’s coat-of-arms from 1683 is found on the façade on
Radnična street, as is a plaque marking 600 years since King
Louis I of Hungary issued the Privilegia Pro Slavis Solnensis in
1381. The mayor’s seat has been in the building since 1990,
and a carillon was installed in 1994. The ground floor has
a wedding hall, and the city council meets on the 1st floor.
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BURIAN’S
TOWER
Name: Burian’s Tower
Address: Horný val, 010 01 Žilina
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/924.0/burianova-veza/

The tower got its name from the owner of Strečno Castle,
Burian Svetlovský from Vlčnov in 1526 –1529.
The tower served as a bell-tower and watch-tower, which was
used as a fire watch and as a lookout for arriving enemies. Several
fires which damaged the Parish Church also damaged Burian’s
Tower. The tower’s roof has been altered several times – it had
a Baroque, onion-shape in the years 1762 –1848, and a needle
shape in the years 1869 –1886. After the last fire the tower
acquired a helmet form. The original name was the New Tower,
up to the end of the 19th century, when it was renamed Burian’s
Tower. A component of the original tower was the 2 336 kg
bell Burian, which in 1917 was used for military purposes
and in 1923 was replaced by six new bells. After the last
reconstruction in 1941 the tower acquired a lookout terrace.
At present the tower is open to the public for tours, which
can be ordered at the Žilina Tourist Information Office.
LANDMARKS
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ROSENFELD
PALACE
Name: Rosenfeld Palace
Address: J. M. Hurbana 335/28, 010 01 Žilina
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/135.0/rosenfeldov-palac/

The building of the palace was built in 1907 as a smaller
imitation of the Belvedere Palace in Vienna. The palace was
named after its owner, the trader Ignác Rosenfeld, and was
designed by architect Mikuláš Rautner. Today the building
is considered to be one of the most beautiful secession
landmarks in Slovakia.
After the origin of the first Czechoslovak Republic in 1918 the
Žilina Commercial Bank, which had been established in
1870, was seated in the palace building. In 2009 the build
ing was declared a national cultural landmark. The Spektrum
leisure-time centre was the last organization housed in it.
At present the building is awaiting an extensive reconstruc
tion by the city of Žilina. The city plans to reconstruct the buil
ding and to establish a gallery, a city museum a culture centre
and a wedding hall in it.
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CHURCH OF
ST. STEPHEN
THE KING
Name: Church of St. Stephen the King
Address: Závodská cesta 3695/54, 010 01 Žilina-Závodie
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/194.0/kostol-sv-stefana-krala/

The church is located in the city borough of Dolné Rudiny
and is the oldest architectural landmark in the city. The first
written mention of the church is from 1429, but according to
archaeological studies a church with a chapel existed here
as early as the 13th century.
The church was built in the late Romanesque style. In 1792
it was rebuilt in the Baroque style, which significantly altered
its appearance – the church entrance was moved from the
south to the west side; the originally flat ceiling was changed
into a Baroque vault; and the walled-up Romanesque win
dows were replaced by large Baroque windows.
In the church interior is a medieval wall painting from the
year 1260, a stone base of the pulpit and 15 skeletal graves from
the period of the 17th – 18th centuries. The Chapel of the Corpus
Christi from the late 14th to early 15th century was built next to
the church, around which 80 skeletal graves were found.
LANDMARKS
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BUDATÍN
CASTLE
Name: Budatín Castle
Address: Topoľová 1/14, 010 03 Žilina-Budatín
Web: www.pmza.sk/expozicie/hrad-budatin/

The castle was built in the second half of the 13th century
near the confluence of the Kysuca and Váh Rivers. The first
written mention of the castle is from the year 1321.
The castle was built on swampy land on a low rocky cliff.
A part of the castle was a rampart which collapsed in the 2nd
half of the 15th century, and a water-filled moat on the outer
side. The first reconstruction of the castle took place at the
beginning of the 16th century, when the owners, the Suňoga
family, built a new rampart with a more extensive moat. At the
turn of the 17th and 18th centuries an additional reconstruc
tion of the castle took place, during which the character of
the building was changed from a defensive construction into
a commercial building recalling a palace. In the 19th and 20th
centuries, in the period of the last owners of the castle – the
Čáky family – the most extensive reconstruction took place,
which repaired damage caused by a fire in 1849. The castle has
been a component of the Považie Museum since 1956.
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LIETAVA
CASTLE
Name: Lietava Castle
Address: 013 18 Lietava
Web: www.hradlietava.sk

The castle originated at the end of the 13th century and
currently ranks among the largest castles in Slovakia,
though it is a ruin in need of complete reconstruction. The
original building had a Gothic core, and the foundation of the
castle was a square-shaped tower, which is today preserved to
a height of 14 meters. A palace with a chapel was added on to
the east side of the castle. A fifth gate to the castle is located
on the west side of the tower.
The original castle owner was the Balas family, then lat
er Matúš Čák of Trenčín. After Čák’s death it became a royal
property and later belonged to the Thurzo family. In the late
16th century the Thurzos expanded and reinforced it – they
added a semicircular bastion and raised the interior walls. The
castle was abandoned in the 18th of century.
Legend has it that the original castle was destroyed in 1241
at the time of the Tatar invasions.
LANDMARKS
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STREČNO
CASTLE
Name: Strečno Castle
Address: Hradná 1, 013 24 Strečno
Web: www.pmza.sk/expozicie/hrad-strecno/

The castle was built on a stone cliff at the turn of the 13th and
14th centuries, but according to archaeological finds this loca
tion was settled as early as the Iron Age. The castle originated
as a guard building along the road to the Turec region, on
which from the 14th century a toll began to be collected. Its gi
gantic walls, towers, bastions and 4 gates helped make it the
best fortified castle in the Upper Váh region. To the end of
the 17th century the castle was royal property and the property
of nobles, when King Leopold I ordered it to be demolished.
In 1970 the castle was declared a national landmark. A long
period of reconstruction then followed, and in 1995 the castle
was again open to the public. In addition to regular castle
tours, various performances take place here each year.
Among the favourites are the night tour of the castle and
the Castle Games of Žofia Bosniaková. A ceramic copy of her
mummified remains has been kept in the castle chapel since
2007 and is part of the permanent exposition.
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BUDZOGÁŇ
AND SÚĽOV
CLIFFS
Name: Budzogáň and Súľov cliffs
Address: 013 52 Súľov-Hradná, Bytča District
Web: www.sulovskevrchy.sk

Budzogáň is a natural landmark which is located near the
village of Zbyňov in the area of the Súľov cliffs. It is a rocky
formation which has a very unusual shape. It is an unbeliev
able 12 metres high and its shape recalls a mace (budzogáň),
after which it got its name. An instructional path 7 km long
leads to Budzogáň and climbs a total of 450 m in elevation.
A legend about Budzogáň states that a giant reamed it from
the largest tree in the world – a Hromodub (a gigantic oak).
The national nature reservation Súľov cliffs, covering an
area of more than 543 hectares, has one of the most po
pular tourist paths in the Upper Váh region. Since 1973
the territory of Súľov cliffs has been included in a protected
zone. Tourists can visit the territory of the cliffs along a tourist
path from Lietavská Lúčka or from Lietavská Závadka. The
area has several attractions, such as the Gothic Gate, sev
eral viewing points into the surrounding valleys and the
ruins of Súľov Castle.
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12

NEOLOGIC
SYNAGOGUE
Name: Neologic Synagogue
Address: J. M. Hurbana 220/11, 010 01 Žilina
Web: www.novasynagoga.sk

The Jewish community in Žilina built the old synagogue
in 1860 due to the growing number of Jewish families in the
town. The original building had a saddle roof with elements of
Oriental architecture.
As the Jewish population grew, the building no longer met
the demands of the populace. In 1930 –1931 a new synagogue
was built on the site of the old one. The new building had
Moorish elements – a dome with a Star of David on top.
After the Second World War the synagogue was in the hands of
the National Committee, which used it for cultural purposes. In
1962 a lecture hall of the Transport University (today University
of Žilina) was established in the synagogue, and in 1990 the
building was returned to the local Jewish community.
In 2012 a complete reconstruction began on the building
for the purpose of converting it into a cultural institution.
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TRANSPORT
MUSEUM
IN RAJECKÉ TEPLICE
Name: Transport Museum in Rajecké Teplice
Address: Kúpeľný park 189, 013 13 Rajecké Teplice
Web: www.pmza.sk/expozicie/muzeum-dopravy-rajecke-teplice/

The first idea of establishing a transport museum in Žilina
arose in the 1960s. There were immediately several reasons
for founding such a museum in Žilina – the city was a signi
ficant travel crossroads and railway junction, and a Transport
University and other transport institutions were relocated to
Žilina. However, due to the lack of suitable spaces for found
ing a museum exposition, the museum was not created
until 1989. A new idea came about in 2009 – to establish
a smaller such museum in the building of the station at
Rajecké Teplice, because the building had not been used
for several years.
In 2013 the museum obtained financing from the Slovak
Ministry of Culture for the preparation of a museum and the
purchase of exhibition equipment. Visitors to the museum
can look at a real railway handcar, technology used in the
past, period furnishings of a transport office, transport
uniforms and a great many photographs.
LANDMARKS
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WOODEN
BETHLEHEM
IN RAJECKÁ LESNá
Name: Wooden Bethlehem in Rajecká Lesná
Address: Dom Božieho milosrdenstva, 013 15 Rajecká Lesná
Web: betlehem.rajeckalesna.org

The author of the wooden Bethlehem was master Jozef
Pekara, who began to carve it during the 1980s when in
his 60s. Master Jozef Pekara was born on 15 June 1920 into
a cooper’s family in Borský Peter. Jozef first began using a chis
el as a 10-year-old boy, and in this period the fabled carving
master Jozef Brieštenský taught him the carving craft.
After retirement the master decided to create his own larger
work in which he would join all of his previous experience and
which could represent Slovakia. He began this work in 1980,
and the making of the Slovak nativity scene took him
a total of 15 years. The work not only depicts the Nativi
ty of Christ, but also the history of the Slovak nation – it
shows the common life and work activities of the Slovak peo
ple in the past. Visitors can see the work in the House of God’s
Mercy in Rajecká Lesna.
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CHURCH OF ST. BARBARA
Address: J. M. Hurbana 14, 010 01 Žilina
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/136.0/kostol-sv-barbory-frantiskansky-kostol-a-klastor/

MUSEUM OF JEWISH CULTURE
Address: Daniela Dlabača 15, 010 01 Žilina
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/226.0/muzeum-zidovskej-kultury/

old castle
Address: 013 24 Strečno-Nezbudská Lúčka
Web: www.hradstrecno.sk/staryhrad1.html

WEDDING PALACE IN BYTČA
Address: Zámocký areál, 041 01 Bytča
Web: www.pmza.sk/expozicie/sobasny-palac-bytca/

MONUMENT TO FRENCH PARTISANS
Address: 013 24 Strečno
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/399.0/pamatnik-francuzskym-partizanom/

DOMAŠÍNSKY MEANDER
Address: 013 24 Strečno
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/415.0/domasinsky-meander/

POLUVSIE ROCK NEEDLE
Address: 013 13 Rajecké Teplice-Poluvsie
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/594.0/pp-poluvsianska-skalna-ihla/

MANOR HOUSE IN LIETAVSKÁ LÚČKA
Address: 013 11 Lietavská Lúčka

CATHOLIC HOUSE WITH THE NATIONAL THEATRE
Address: J. M. Hurbana 34, 010 01 Žilina
Web: www.tikzilina.eu/915.0/katolicky-dom/

PARISH CHURCH
OF THE ELEVATION OF ST. CROSS
Address: Rímskokatolícka cirkev (Roman Catholic Church), 013 18 Lietava
LANDMARKS
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MAP OF THE REGION
UPPER VÁH
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www.zilina.sk
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www.tikzilina.eu
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